
GREAT GRAPHIC NOVELS 
for elementary and middle school 

For the Youngest Readers Fantasy & Adventure Realistic & Contemporary 
  Kibuishi, Kazu 

AMULET: THE STONEKEEPER * 
Emily ventures into a strange and magical 
world, where she is given a powerful arti-
fact passed down through her family. 

 Telgemeier, Raina 
SMILE 
From sixth grade through tenth, Raina 
copes with a variety of dental problems 
that affect her appearance and how she 
feels about herself.,  

Yoon, Salina 
DUCK, DUCK, PORCUPINE 
Big Duck likes to boss around 
Little Duck, and fancies herself the lead-
er when joined by their friend Porcu-

pine.   

 Smith, Jeff 
LITTLE MOUSE GETS READY 
Will Little Mouse master all the intrica-
cies of getting dressed, from snaps and 
buttons to Velcro and tail holes?  

 Hicks, Faith Erin 
THE NAMELESS CITY * 
Rat, a native of the Nameless City, and 
Kaidu, one of the city’s new rulers, must 
somehow work together to save the City 
from a nefarious plot. 

 Gownley, Jimmy  
THE DUMBEST IDEA EVER 
Jimmy is a star at his school until a nasty 
bout with chicken pox and pneumonia 
force him to miss over a month of classes 
and the championship game.  

 Sturm, James 
BIRDSONG 
When an innocent bird meets two cruel 
kids, their world is forever changed. A 
wordless graphic novel. 

 Pearson, Luke 
HILDA AND THE TROLL * 
While on an expedition to illus-
trate the magical creatures 
of the mountains around her 
home, Hilda spots a mountain troll. 

 Bell, Cece 
EL DEAFO 
Cece recounts dealing with hearing loss at 
a young age, including using a bulky hear-
ing aid, learning how to lip read, and de-
termining her "superpower."  

 Naujokaitis, Pranas T.  
DINOSAURS IN SPACE 
A three-story collection chronicling the 
hilarious adventures of the dino-
denizens of Planet Meatball and Plant 
Lettuce.  

 McCoola, Marika 
BABA YAGA’S ASSISTANT 
Most children think twice before matching 
wits with a witch, but not Masha. The fear-
some Baba Yaga needs an assistant, and 
Masha needs an adventure.   

 Jamieson, Victoria 
ROLLER GIRL 
A graphic novel adventure about a girl who 
discovers roller derby right as she and her 
best friend are growing apart.  

 Green, John Patrick 
HIPPOPOTAMISTER 
Hippo decides to leave is zoo and set 
off for the outside with his friend Red 
Panda. 

 TenNapel, Doug 
GHOSTOPOLIS 
 When Garth Hale is accidentally zapped 
into the ghost world by Frank Gallows, a 
washed-up ghost wrangler, he discovers 
that he has special powers.   

 Holmes, Jennifer L. 
SUNNY SIDE UP 
Sunny Lewin is sent to live with her grand-
father for the summer in Florida, where 
she befriends Buzz, a boy completely ob-
sessed with comic books.  

 Carre, Lilli 
TIPPY AND THE NIGHT PARADE 
Follow Tippy on a nocturnal adventure 
through mist, up a mountain, down a 
hole and back home. 

 Nytra, David 
THE SECRET OF THE STONE FROG 
Siblings Leah and Alan wake one morning 
in the middle of an enchanted forest and 
encounter a strange and spectacular 
world . 

 Larson, Hope 
CHIGGERS 
When Abby returns to summer camp, she 
finds out that her friends have changed, 
and the only person who wants to be her 
friend is the strange new girl, Shasta. 

*First in a series 



Humor Science Fiction Historical Fiction 

 

Seagle, Steven T. 
CAMP MIDNIGHT 
When Skye gets on the wrong bus on the way 
to summer camp, she is accidently sent to a 
camp for werewolves, vampires, and other 
monsters.  

 

Hatke, Ben 
ZITA THE SPACEGIRL * 
When Zita’s best friend is abducted though 
a portal to another planet, she is compelled 
to set out on a strange journey in order to 
bring him home. 

 

Larson, Hope 
COMPASS SOUTH * 
After escaping the Black Hook Gang in 1860 
New York City, twelve-year-old twins Alexan-
der and Cleopatra flee to New Orleans while 
being followed by pirates . 
 

 

Simpson, Dana 
PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN * 
Follows the everyday adventures of Phoebe, 
a quirky little  girl, and Marigold Heavenly 
Nostrils, the narcissistic unicorn who be-
comes her best friend.  

 

Maihack, Mike 
CLEOPATRA IN SPACE * 
When a young Cleopatra finds a mysterious 
tablet that zaps her to the far future, she 
learns of an ancient prophecy that says she 
is destined to save the galaxy. 

 

Hale, Nathan 
NATHAN HALE’S HAZARDOUS  
TALES: ONE DEAD SPY * 
Nathan Hale, America's first spy, presents 
history's roughest, toughest, and craziest 
stories. 

 

Morishige, Takuma 
MY NEIGHBOR SEKI * 
Yokoi tries to pay attention in class, but her 
classmate Seki is constantly distracting her by 
goofing off in unpredictable and wacky ways. 

 

Pittman, Eddie 
RED’S PLANET 
 When a UFO mistakenly kidnaps 
her, Red finds herself across the galaxy and 
aboard an enormous spaceship. 

 Dauvillier, Loïc 
HIDDEN 
A grandmother shares the story of her expe-
riences in WWII with her grandchild in this 
graphic novel for young readers. 

 

Krosoczka, Jarrett  
LUNCH LADY AND THE  
CYBORG SUBSTITUTE * 
The school lunch lady is a secret crime fighter 
who uncovers an evil plot to replace the pop-
ular teachers with robots.  

Winick, Judd 
HILO: THE BOY WHO  
CRASHED TO EARTH * 
When a mysterious boy falls from the sky, 
friends D.J. and Gina must help him save the 
world.  

Phelan, Matt 
BLUFFTON 
Henry is fascinated by the performers in the 
Vaudeville troupe that visits his town in the 
summer—but mostly with a boy his own age 
named Buster Keaton. 

 

Harrell, Rob 
THE MONSTER ON THE HILL 
In a fantastical 1860s England, every quiet 
little township is terrorized by a fero-
cious monster--much to the townsfolk's de-
light!   

 

Yang, Gene Luen 
SECRET CODERS * 
Using their wits and their growing prowess 
with coding, Hopper and her friend Eni must 
solve the mystery of their school, Stately 
Academy. 

 Abadzis, Nick 
LAIKA 
Follows the journey of Laika, the abandoned 
puppy destined to become Earth's first space 
traveler.   

 

Holm, Jennifer L. 
SQUISH: SUPER AMOEBA * 
Squish, a meek amoeba, tries to emulate his 
favorite comic book superhero when his best 
friend is threatened by a bully. 

 

Parker, Jake 
MISSILE MOUSE * 
Missile Mouse, a secret agent for the Galac-
tic Security Agency, battles deadly foes in 
order to rescue a scientist from the Rogue 
Imperium of Planets. 
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